Lesson Plans for The Eyes of Pharaoh by Chris Eboch
Some items adapted from material prepared by Marilyn Meyer at COHO*NOMS school.

Persuasive Letter Project using The Eyes of Pharaoh 

Take on the role of either Seshta or Horus. Write a persuasive letter in the voice of that character. You have just left the party at Prince Penno’s house. You must convince the authorities to take action against Meryey. Present your evidence in the most convincing way.

As an alternative, you may take on the role of Reya and write a letter in his voice. You can choose to write based on what he knew at the start of the book, or you can write a letter from after he was imprisoned. 
Persuasive Speech Projects using The Eyes of Pharaoh 

Imagine that you are one of the temple girls following Seshta. She has gone into her family compound. You must convince the guard at the gate to let you past. What would you tell him? 

Imagine that you are trying to convince General Kha’i to give you information about your friend who has disappeared. How will you persuade him? 
Imagine that you are trying to get information about spying techniques from Miw, daughter of The Eyes and Ears of Pharaoh. You don’t want her to know why you’re asking. How do you ask her? (The teacher or a second student can take on the role of Miw.)
Imagine that you are either Seshta, Reya, or Horus at the end of the book when they are brought before Pharaoh. You believe Pharaoh may punish you. In one sentence, make a case for why he should not. 


Theater Projects using The Eyes of Pharaoh 

Seshta, Reya, and Horus lived during the New Kingdom, the golden age of Egypt. At that time, the great pyramids were already a thousand years old. Imagine that you are a tour guide during the New Kingdom and take your friends on a tour of the pyramid.

Act out the scene where Seshta, Reya, and Horus are trapped in the stables. Some students can take on the role of the guards or even the horses.


Art Projects using The Eyes of Pharaoh 

1. Using watercolors, markers, or colored pencils, draw the docks and river as they are described in Chapters 1 and 2, Seshta’s dream from the beginning of chapter 2, the army barracks in chapter 5, or Prince Penno’s estate from Chapter 13. 


2. The Egyptians worshiped many gods and goddesses. Learn about some of them and choose one to draw. 


3. Draw the costumes of Seshta and the temple dancers (see chapter 13) or of the Pharaoh (see chapter 25). Use other books on ancient Egypt if you need more information. 


4. Study the description of a market on pages 1, 13, and 57-62. Find pictures of some of the items mentioned (try the encyclopedia or books on ancient Egypt). Design a mail order catalog that features Egyptian trade goods. Draw pictures of the items and write descriptions of them to tempt people to buy.


5. Draw a comic based on a scene from The Eyes of Pharaoh. 


6. Pharaoh is draped in gold (see chapter 25) so he looks more important and godlike. Design a costume to make someone look important today.


7. Do an online search for “Hieroglyphics Translator” and find a site that will translate your name into Egyptian hieroglyphics. Draw your hieroglyphic name or make it out of colored paper. 




Discussion Questions using The Eyes of Pharaoh 

Critique The Eyes of Pharaoh. What did you like about it? What did you dislike? What would you have changed? Who were your favorite characters? 

What is historical fiction? Is it a useful way to learn history? Why or why not? Which parts of the book are most likely true, and which parts are made up? How can you tell?

In ancient times, Egypt struggled with immigration issues because it was seen as a land of plenty. How does this relate to the situation in America today? Do foreigners have a right to immigrate in order to have an opportunity for a better life? Or do residents of a country have a right to keep foreigners out? Why?

“Those who do not study history are condemned to repeat it.” What does this mean? What can we learn from the immigration challenges in ancient Egypt that are important lessons today?

In ancient Egypt, Pharaoh was considered all-powerful. He didn’t have to get approval from anyone else in order to reward or punish someone. Do you think that’s a good idea or not? How does that differ from our justice system?
Compare the Egyptian burial customs to those of other ancient cultures, such as Greek, Roman, Chinese, and Maya. For insight into the burial customs of the ancient Mayan, see The Well of Sacrifice by Chris Eboch. Compare Egyptian burial customs to modern funeral practices.



Team Projects using The Eyes of Pharaoh 

1. Work in small groups. You are anthropologists, looking for data about the Egyptian world. First brainstorm a list of topics. Then make lists for each topic, using The Eyes of Pharaoh and other books about ancient Egypt.

Sample list of topics:

Foods and food preparation
Local animals and birds
Egyptian names
Art and decorative items
Clothing and jewelry
Religious rituals
Funeral customs
Rules of war
Egyptian social divisions (royalty, nobility, merchants, artisans, peasants)
Trade items and practices


2. Ramses the Third ruled during the New Kingdom, the golden age of Egypt. At that time, the great pyramids were already a thousand years old. Make a timeline of Egyptian civilization.

3. Work in small groups. Ramses the Third ruled from about 1184 to 1153 BC. What other cultures had advanced civilizations at that time ? Hint: check on Troy, Babylon, Assyria, Greece, Israel, and China. How were these civilizations similar to or different from ancient Egypt?


Journal Questions using The Eyes of Pharaoh 

Why doesn’t Seshta ask anyone besides Horus for help finding Reya? Do you think that was a good or bad decision? What would you do in her place? 


Using color photographs of Egyptian ruins, be a tour guide or travel writer and describe the ruins.

The ancient Egyptians believed in life after death. They thought people would need many of the things they needed in life, so they buried their dead with food, clothing, household goods, and even statues to serve as servants. What would you want to take with you to the afterlife?


Pretend you are reviewing The Eyes of Pharaoh for your local newspaper. Write a description of the book and explain why people should or should not read the book.


Read several stories about ancient Egypt. Then write a short story set in ancient Egypt. If you wish, you may take a modern story or a folktale and rewrite it set in ancient Egypt.

