he does manipulate a few facts in Miss Austen’s life, it can be forgiven under the general suspension of disbelief the story requires. 

The latter part of the novel becomes extremely plot centric. Jane’s “sire” reappears in her life and attempts to rekindle a long dead romance. It would spoil the element of surprise to give away his identity but Ford’s choice is a plausible and inspired one. Jane finally finds a publisher and becomes an overnight success and discovers a long ago rival is still alive – because she too has been made into a vampire --  which prompts Jane to wonder if her “sire” had slept his way through English literature, a comment anyone who has taught an introduction to literature class will appreciate on multiple levels.  The rival is vanquished (albeit only temporarily) and Jane starts to make peace with her vampire existence and potential. 

This book is intended to be the first in a new series and I look forward to seeing how the vampire Jane  and her world develops. While it may not be great literature, it is a great read and a pleasant way to spent an afternoon or two. Miss Austen would approve. 

___________________

Sheila Sandapen holds a doctorate in English literature and teaches literature and composition in Philadelphia. 

Posting from Portland:  Report from the JASNA AGM

 by Diana Birchall            Excerpts from my blog, http://lightbrightandsparkling.blogspot.com/
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        Juliet McMaster and Diana Birchall (in Dottore di Peste mask) at the Bal Masque

Managed to fit everything into a carry-on – not easy, as both Venetian masks and rainwear had to be stuffed in.  At one time I thought I’d have to wear my tricorn hat on the plane, and wondered how they’d profile me.  But it was an easy flight.  Arrived too late to register and sign up for the banquet table for Saturday night, so just had a hamburger and turned in, though didn't sleep much (missed my cat Pindar's  pointy little feet running over me all night).  In the morning I bore down on the conference registration table which was to open at 8, but I was leaving on the Columbia River tour at 8.  So I pushily demanded they open, in fine operatic New York street style, which bad behavior was worsened by my cutting dead conference organizer Susan Schwartz by not recognizing her, until she had to protest, "Diana, we have met many times before!"  This kept happening all morning as I failed to recognize one old friend after another and tried to pass it off with witty repartee, most unsuccessfully.
A utilitarian Starbucks cappuccino "set me up for ever," as Lydia said, and 90 Janeites briskly boarded two busses for a long ride through farmland and rain forest on a lowering, gloomy day.  We stopped for a short hike to a stream, where the air smelled like champagne poured over moss:  exhilaratingly refreshing. (Um, there were proper loos as well, I don't mean to make it sound like we dampened the stream.)

We drove on to the little town of Cannon Beach (a cannon washed up there once, also a whale).  Lovely evocative beach, windswept under dark clouds, with a striking monolith called the Haystack that’s on all the T-shirts and tote bags sold in the rather twee town.  Pretty wooden houses, obviously subject to lots of weather, many Historical.  The main street mostly consisted of art galleries, cafes, teashops,  bakeries, a bookshop, and more galleries, and we were there for an hour and a half; enjoyable, though we'd probably rather have been dropped off at the tidepools of the Monolith.  But we walked on the beach, and bought local specialties at the bakery (a maple bar doughnut and marionberry turnover).  We got the idea that October is a slow month, when a lady ran breathlessly out of one of the tea shops and asked with great excitement, "Are you off those two buses that just arrived in town?  I saw them!  My friend said, my lord, look, there are two buses full of people pulling into town!"  We calmed her, and went on.
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Jane Krisel and Diana at The Haystack     Kristin Szilagyi, Nancy Gallagher at Astoria Tower

Back on the bus we drove to lunch at a former cannery on the river.  Attractive place with a river view, buffet lunch (rather disappointingly fishless).  Then we drove to the Astoria Tower, rather like Cleopatra's Needle in Central Park, with historical drawings on it, and Nancy Gallagher and I walked up the whole thing - around 200 winding iron stairs, like the one the murder victim died on in Murder Must Advertise.  Not great for my knee, but the view was worth it, and you only live once.

Next stop, Flavel house in Astoria, a dark and damp looking Victorian house.  I'd spied a local heritage museum and asked the tour guide about it, and she said it was mostly exhibits about the people who had lived here on the Oregon coast.  And she told me that when Oregon became a state (1859), it voted to go "free," and African Americans were allowed to live there for a period of three years.  At the end of that time, they were free, but they had to leave town immediately, or be beaten and hanged by the Ku Klux Klan!  Apparently Oregon had the biggest Klan west of the Mississippi!  Who knew?  I didn't.  So the heritage museum had a lot of Klan stuff, and no wonder they took us to the moldy Victorian place instead.

Then the drive back to the Hilton, an intense hour spent  book shopping at the Emporium (enough books so that I did have to wear the tricorn hat on the plane home), then dinner at a nice Thai restaurant. 

Friday 
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                                                       Austen Authors

A meeting of authors with Jane-related stories in the forthcoming Random House anthology, Jane Made Me Do It:  Diana Birchall, Laurie Viera Rigler, Laurel Ann Nattress (editor), Margaret Sullivan, Stephanie Barron, Syrie James.
But that's starting the story of this event-packed day at the end.  The day properly began with a visit to Voodoo Doughnuts.  Having been told on all sides that Voodoo Doughnuts were a major Portland experience, Jane and I walked to this iconic little shop (the neighborhood was seedy, but the doughnuts were glazed) and gamely waited on a long line.  Worth it:  colorful and scrumptious doughnuts!
The conference began with a delightful panel organized by Maggie Sullivan, "Team Tilney Explains it All," featuring a very well-spoken, polished, confident, dishy Mr. Tilney.  Then Stephanie Barron, the popular mystery writer, addressed an enthusiastic crowd of over 600 in her plenary talk.﻿  Breakout sessions followed.  I introduced my long-time online friend Ellen Moody at her talk, "People that Marry can never Part:  Real and Romantic Gothicism in Northanger Abbey,” and then attended Miriam Rheingold Fuller's talk on the Domestic Gothic.  During the lunch hour we crammed in a visit to the Portland Library to see an exhibit of 18th century books and Gilray prints (with a pit stop at a very up-market Goodwill!), and then lunch at an outstanding Lebanese restaurant, Habibi.  Next was a country dancing exhibit at the Portland Art Museum, and we nipped into the museum itself for a glimpse at the paintings. Last but not least was the late evening meeting of ﻿my fellow Austen anthology authors, at which the literary gossip was so delicious and high powered, my lips must be sealed.  
Saturday

Had a bad night, tossing and turning with repining at not being as successful a writer as Stephanie, Syrie, and Laurie. But lo! a new day brings new feelings, and a cappuccino works miracles, as does a little nap.  Got to the conference just in time to hear Juliet's beautiful talk, rich with her learning and love of Austen. From there it was straight to another excellent talk, Gillian Dow of Chawton House Library spoke on the French Gothic novels and what Jane Austen was satirizing in Northanger Abbey.  She has a real gift for presenting complicated information in the most lucid, delightful, stimulating way.  Sailing on the wings of these talks I headed the South Park seafood restaurant, for the lunch I had organized of "online friends."  It's always enormous fun to be face to face with your best e-mail correspondents!  We sat in a lovely room at adjacent tables, ate good seafood, and I can't tell you what a jolly time "we 17" had!  
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Online friends:  Ellen Moody, Arnie Perlstein, me, Alice Villasenor (l), Arnie (c), Syrie (r)

Back at the conference, I split two talks, and heard half a presentation about Gothic architecture, and half a presentation about the cultivation of pineapples in Northanger Abbey.
After these talks, I had a meeting with the others on tomorrow’s panel for tomorrow, Joan Ray, Kimberly Brangwin, William Phillips - all so funny, it will hardly matter if I can't rise to the occasion!  Then rushed to Powells, for a happy booky hour  and some more elixir of life (cappuccino).  Then a brisk walk back to the hotel to change for the Banquet and Bal Masque.  To be continued tomorrow, with a costume extravaganza!
Sunday

The Bal Masque was hands down the most fabulous costume ball ever held at a JASNA AGM.  The majority of the conference goers were costumed, in Regency dress, Halloween costumes, masks, or whatever took their fancy.  The ball opened with a promenade as we circled around the room, showing off our finery, and then the English country dances began.  There had been workshops to teach the moves, so it looked most accomplished and you could imagine you were back in the 18th century…though the Regency gentleman wearing rabbit ears, Jane Austen and her Sea Monster, and a variety of ladies with purple or green hair, gave a delirious air of surrealism to the elegant proceedings.  A real fancy dress ball, and everyone was enjoying themselves so much, the air almost sparkled.

Sunday morning, the conference closed with the traditional brunch, and our panel "Dispute without Mayhem," in which Joan Ray, Philip Williams and I, refereed by Kimberly Brangwin, attempted to conjure up witty arguments about Northanger Abbey.  I was a bit nervous, not being one who can think on my feet (I used to need a pen, now need a computer), but it seemed to Do.  After a visit to friends in Beaverton who have a real beaver dam and six cats, I flew home to such a rapturous welcome from Peter, Paul, and the three cats, that I don't know why I ever go away.
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Me and Lee Ridgeway                         Laurie Viera Rigler, Carla Washburn, Marsha Huff 
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                 The promenade                                                            The dance

[image: image11.wmf] DECEMBER MEETING: A DELIGHT FOR THE PALATE 

by Nancy Gallagher

“Immediately surrounding Mrs. Musgrove were the little Harvilles, whom she was sedulously guarding from the tyranny of the two children from the Cottage, expressly arrived to amuse them. On one side was a table, occupied by some chattering girls, cutting up silk and gold paper; and on the other were tressels and trays, bending under the weight of brawn and cold pies, where riotous boys were holding high revel; the whole completed by a roaring Christmas fire, which seemed determined to be heard, in spite of all the noise of the others…. It was a fine family-piece.”                                                                                                                   Persuasion
A crowd of nearly 150 created our own fine family-piece as we celebrated Jane Austen’s Birthday and the joys of the season at JASNA Southwest’s Winter Event at the Los Angeles Athletic Club on Saturday, December 4th. This event was especially festive, with holiday music, wassail and traditional Christmas pudding as well as three enjoyable and erudite presenters and an elegant luncheon menu based on eighteenth century recipes, designed by Dr. Jan Fahey and prepared especially for us by Athletic Club chef Boris Cheryak!  

Jan started the program by detailing the history of England with intriguing parallels to the availability and popularity of various foods.  Author Kirstin Olsen then regaled us with tales of her personal cooking experiences, attempting to recreate authentic historical recipes, and acquainted us with what we might have expected in terms of ambiance and menu had we been guests at the dinner given by the Grants for Sir Thomas and Lady Bertram, Mrs. Norris, William Price, Mary and Henry Crawford, Edmund Bertram, and of course, Fanny Price.   Culinary Historian Richard Foss concluded his fascinating discussion of drinking habits and liquid refreshments popular in Jane Austen’s day with our traditional birthday toast.   Had Jane Austen herself been there to celebrate with us the 235th anniversary of her birth, she would have remarked, as did many of the attendees, that this was the best JASNA SW birthday gala ever!
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                                          Around the Reading Groups  

The Long Beach Reading Group - Contact Gerda Kilgore at 562.496.4452 • gskmuc@verizon.net
The Orange County Reading Group - Contact Anna Freeman at 949.786.7170

The Pasadena Reading Group - Contact Margery Rich at 626.614.8697

The Riverside Reading Group With Friends of Temecula Library.  Contact Rebecca Weersing at 909.699.7814 •  temausten@hotmail.com, or Lois McMillan at 951.301.8827 • ronlomcmil@aol.com   

The San Fernando Valley Reading Group -  Contact Gina Gualtieri at 818.788.4383 • gmgualtieri@yahoo.com
The Santa Monica Reading Group - Contact Diana Birchall at 310.394.2196 • birchalls@aol.com
The Ventura Reading Group - Contact Lillian Goldstein at 805.644.4238 • email goldstein@vcss.k12.ca.us
The West Los Angeles Reading Group - Contact Clara Browda at 310.278.8759

The San Diego Region - Contact Leila Dooley at 760.726.7815 • leila@nctimes.net or leila1@peoplepc.com
Welcome, Recent New Members:  Camille Balsamo-Gillis,  Audrey Bilger,  Sandra Bosachin,  Renate Buerner,  Robert Cannon,  Susan Carlili,  Marcee Chipman,  Mary D’Angelo,  Brian Davis, Laurie Davis,  Natasha Duquette,  Annette Gordon,  Patricia Hadden,  Judith Herman,  Elizabeth Khaled,  Maureen Mabry,  Celia Milburn,  Angelica Rogers,  Susan Share,  Caroline Taylor. 

We’re delighted to welcome you to our ranks, and hope to meet  you soon at a Reading Group or  an upcoming  JASNA~SW event.

Not receiving Reading Group information or other timely news via our monthly Email Blasts?

Perhaps your email information in our database is insufficient or outdated. If you would like to update,or if you know of an upcoming event of interest to JASNA SW members,  please contact Email Coordinator Carol Krause at infinitexy@aol.com.

We sorry to report that Michael San Miguel, husband of Pasadena Reading Group member Gayle San Miguel, died in a fall this past summer.  An ardent conservationist and bird watcher, Michael, aged 70, was conducting a spotted owl survey at the time of his death.  Our condolences to Gayle and her family.

We would also like to extend heartfelt condolences to longtime Janeite and former JASNA SW Board member Natasha Zwick and her family on the recent death of her father, Barry Zwick, a former Los Angeles Times editor, celebrated travel writer, and teacher.  
                                      JASNA SW  Board Members  2011~2012

President & Regional Coordinator


      Nancy Gallagher
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      Jana Bickel
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Webmaster





      Laurie Viera Rigler         
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      Jaye Scholl Bohlen     
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      Jana Bickel
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      Terry Ryan
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Chair of Education Outreach Committee
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This is the last newsletter prepared by the inimitable team of Diana Birchall, Editor and Carol Krause, Production Coordinator.  We wish to thank Diana and Carol for their hard work and dedication over the past several years… brava!  and to welcome Board member Jana Bickel to the editorial helm.  If you would like to contribute news or articles for possible publication, please contact Jana at janabickel@earthlink.net.

