@nce upon atime there was a beautrful

COMHTVj Where Ma\nﬂ chdelren could not read

ey
Lets credte public scheols fo ecducate all of our
childven,” sald +he peaple, “becouse everyone In

this wondertul land the free deserves a
decent education,” And so,..

ls tere ereted and ﬂ‘etﬁ were 3ood,

[ Then oterrible war emphd. F;dkws werit Fo
ﬁa‘f\t '&Y' {reedom, When *ﬁteﬁ re‘furngdl ‘the
Yrown fothers who had fwoght for thew countr
OUfSue(i t"\ait J["\e\'\r c»\(\d!fch S"\Ot:del be a'(owef
| o o 4o the same schools as the white children.

A miniwar erupted in the ctreets unkil the
government ruled +hat all children of all colors
1+ vsould %o +o SC,'\OD\ 'hjﬂe_‘\'{/m.r, ‘
: And whether some people liked + or no
H‘ Was %ooo{,

Soon, the schools became so bicj Thet the
wmen th Zplece swts couldn't vemember edl

‘he childrents names, so they OLSSle\QoL eachh
chld a number,

H\AGE Public Scheol
819207 [IB3HBITIL [qofr 4243
Moasuor (25 3321320 g 3y 3
qio 1tz !‘TLLQ"’:}
4seog |2 23 2
E “f”’
00
ENPIND Y&

”(,Oe are noT numbers! " cried the children,
“Be zu"éi\‘l " warned Yhe cleyer People. "We must
have o system t keep tvack of gou all, "

Ard s0 wost o the children kePJr clufe't.

Children of all Ctﬂas 3a‘(:kered? i one voom o
learn read:'nj, writing and arrtimetic Tl'\c\q
learned fv mmd their mamers and thetr teachers,

( !

Meanwhile, clever people weve designing
machines to make [ife easier. For every
manual labov they created a machine, The

Couh‘h’g mocle Mmore momey and more money . |

o =
Then the clever people saud, See how

much money e have made by ]Dld‘h;flj many
machines 'in one place.”" And They bult
b‘f\‘ﬂ"—‘" schoels and bougkf" b'\c,\ 3el|ow buses,

N
g . 3 T
N\ ®r,
Bie Pulu'{; ,,Sct\oo\ ? \

l < :\,/u\)>

’ R

Tf/\e\\) hwed (mpsrtant men n 3-prece suits

4o supervise all of Hhe children who went
+ e blg <schools,

Occasnonally) one Jiifle number refused +o

be ?vulé't, and he was sent 4o detention

or padcl(ed So Se\/erel\uj +had he couldn't
SH' Olown for a weelk,

DetYertion
Al NoTakkius! |

The other liftle numbers Kept quiet, but
'H\u:,) cavved thew inthals (vte thew deslcteps
and\ broke the windows and the e lels.
They scrawled obscenches on the walls - -
and “Hﬂej refused to [earn 4o read.




F | + o can't Mamﬁ ,l'H'[e numbers refused to accept

“ e ou Vi

I'F+‘jou {;Lonlz‘f‘ fearn do ih: C»\e:/éer FEOPle- the easy grao(es‘ Some D'F them S'Y\E?ked ou’f

%(/)/Ldo (;O 132, “-’l”"ed +the LiHle numbers of school n broad da‘j" Wt. The surfs hired
e don't care,” sa e hiMe . A

h(L)Q QC\(‘Q.‘I‘ bomv’\ec( the coﬂec:.)es, “Le need PBOP‘E To hunt down the +ruants,

students.” So the suits fold the teachers

to é)\i/e the sTudents passing 3rades,

[_;;Cﬂ_,l
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The‘j focked up the worst ]|‘+He num bers

“But Cl‘\xldv‘u; shoulol not qo Fo colleae iF the 3 ‘
canwnct read!” cried tk? +eqcuer3‘ J anel +hvew awoy +he Keﬂ, “That will Feaeh
them, " said the sucts. But F did not teach

‘Tt s your Lauwlt thet the children cannst ‘
ud, " answered +the clever Feop(e. them and 1T was not 9000(. ‘J

,T‘,\ev‘l one day a V@nj'\w\(aoﬂ‘m‘(‘ report was The’ hired S0 many adu \ts that "ﬂwej broke
pu\o\isheo{. the scheol budad‘s_ “UWe need "‘e(P;h the

ernment.
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Very Tmportant Report / -

Who can read:
—muost Euvepeans .
- everjboa(g n CosTa Rica
- most Austvaliaus
- Africans who go o scheo|

” ¢

Whe cannet ead:
~ Peaple i Pevw’fg.ffru.cken

third - world counfries
wMfmj children mthe
richesT country mthe
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The clever people were appalled and envaced . }
“We have the wealthiest othletes ond +he most ,'OL\ ho] (We have no money for schools,
TV talk shows! "ﬁeg cried. "How can *("hey Y said the Poweﬂpu-( Pe:)ple (wkose cwn children
sey our children canndt read? We'll sheow Them, attended va&—ée Sa\r\oqlg)‘ ;

And They buit even bigger schools. “You must help yourselves.

itk no elbowroom, and no music orart to

. J— ong days, the orly n ULY"’I'S['\“-’OQ
+ o . ened. brighten the long days, pooriy o i
The\j cut fine arls programs |\r\e3 °F \!ﬁ?ﬁ numbevs Decame aen ore disraptive,

thew O(oor’sl’]l’o the sods o\no‘( C-W‘d .\/ef'ndov“s Some became cvuel and -t‘armen'i‘eo( others.
who paid millions o put their rresistible )
5\\.”\&3 moachines ' the schools. - NCAt
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So, 4he clever PenF\e closed many scheols,
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But the schools were so huge thot the

> ©
The children qrew fatter every yeav, and suits couldn't catch the bullies They

oy sF them dev&\opeo{ dabetes. ddn't Kwnow  the bullies' names.




The numbers continued. to complatn and (/bdha‘t s wr‘ons with these children?” cried
misbelhaue and 1y to escape from -Thewr the clever Pdof’le'
eduCa’lL!ona( Prisons, And Jike their adult ”I‘«]-'S ']Lel@\/lSlonu’k Shobt'f'eo( some F@oFIE.

4 7‘.5 a . Loy} .
Counterpar®s, seme planned Vio|ertt Takeovers TS sex edac‘a‘hom/" Saﬁrjeﬂ‘e_d e Poor/g

/ Vo L ed wcated peeple,

(Ile m'ud'” do ;ome‘fk(n\;!\)

Lko/ A, 0\)\:)./%%%

They brouSLﬂL weapons infy the schools and The business Community
blasted Hieir anger nte Fhe walls and the But alas! Some of them had lost 558h“i“
chalkboards and their fefloww numbers, of thewr mission.

rf(x)e Can ymaKe P&’P‘e feel geoal about havin There was Something wrong with
Semething Wrong with them” said the money- THe CHILPREN'S BRAINSSdd
hungry secTor of Pro?cssaona\( Pe°f’)e he(f)ér:, R '/7"‘;”

“hnd we can make them bay whatever we 'E:r?'l“":‘f{r?

| tell thew they need,” said the odvertisers,

1'“\]5./
The clever conglomerate designed special
tests and olruﬁs and advertisements, Theﬂ

crested a ?Sjc}\o{afdlca( conclition and d:aﬂnosed
the [Hle numbers whe hated school,

ThEH prescribed olruﬁs» fo calm olown
the {ittle numbers and make them st M
their chatrs and sTop ﬁ‘rﬂ\'nﬂ’f‘o escape,

ﬁPeoFlE [ove Prescr}{ahdr\ medlCC(’('\oHSI” said the
Prarmacentical compantes,

This PSUCL‘C"UCAICQ/—P)‘\thmctCeWhCa(~aO(VEV_T”S‘”j
., Con%\omem“te came kp with a mast clever (dea ..

The clever conglomerate told the parents “We are not numbers! cried the children in
thet ey weredt o blame for ther childrens despair, “Tf you freated us ke human beings,
behavier and the parents were so grateful. we would Show you how Smart we can be.”

And. indeed many ItHe numbers became l Saq e
ij docle. Meqn:? . ; dvi‘égf
29 work ) Beﬁmd C5 Ny
| @ iy ~Ly~ | Kids A €
2 e ;

More and more numbers refused 4o leavn to
; vead. ”quej can learn,“mS(ﬂLed +he clever Pea?(g,
But other [Hle numbers refused 1o ”ﬂcﬂ ove JusT <hibborn~ but we can make
believe that thew brans were broker . Lherm learn,” —




“We will give them terribly hard tests,”

Said the clever people, of ‘Hr\ej do not” pass

’H\ey can stay m the same grade unt| ﬁleg rot,”
T"\E\j ’t‘o'd the ‘6& ac(f\ ers ’fo "feqch ’H'\e ‘{:es’fS.

spell
ol

sy |

: %ftsht }

recess

test
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We donet wart +o teach children +o Take tests,
ered the feachers, “We must teach Hhem foread
and wvite and think and creste,”

The QomPaSSIonofte adults welcomed all
Students fo their P\ror\,)\rams~nclz\ and peov,
%ff'f’ed and /f’foub[ec{} chetolate and Vanillg
and peach and caramel.

The(j spent the budqgets on children, not
adults. They called the children by name.
The children behaved and learned ther lessens
and it was Very very oosd .

“We could f\fj +o be move like the small

personal schools,” 54949 ested a clever person.,

“Lohat o bv'(\hdn’f:cﬂeq.y“ cried the others,
Ti"efi held many \ffv\Por‘f’an{‘ meeft'nas,

W‘ES discussed and debated and des;ﬁnecﬁ

and de sicj)nd’ed. ’I/lqeﬂ ‘feorﬂmmzea( and researched

ond  reschedu led and revis ed, le\ej acordindated
and dele%a“t’eo( and overhauled and updlated.

(H'\Cﬂe_l " sacl the clever people. “If sTudents
Fail the fests, we'll test you and prove That
You ave the reason they cannot reacl.”

“let us use our brains,” the sTudents eried,
clever people lﬂnoreo( them.

And some CQMFajsfona’LLe adults Jisten ed.
Th ey created /OE'VSo/la/pr’ogramj for students,

Saon, theve were dozens, then hundreds

ot swall personal programs. The swall
prodrays blossomed and thrived — and
the clever Cor\fj\ome\ra’hg became jealous.

E%‘re in big tvo U;\G \\efJ
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((LUG‘. look ba.clJ " ’”\efj wl’\tSPev"ed Qrvmr\ﬁ
themselves, “lohatever shall we ola?”

And)~€\r\a“j) i the richest Country
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