94th BG Unit Citations

The most public form of recognition for the 94th BG came in the form of the two Distinguished Unit Citations awarded for operations in Regensburg and Brunswick. The citation for the Brunswick operation is reproduced below:

 (G.O. General Orders ) 

( Number 30 ) * 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Washington 25, D.C.,8 April 1944 

Section 

BATTLE HONORS--Citations of units------------------------------------------- X1 

XI-- BATTLE HONORS. - As authorized by Executive Order No. 9306 (sec. I, Bull 22, WD, 1943) superceding Executive Order No. 9705 (sec. III, Bull 11, WD, 1942), citations of the following units by the Commanding General, Eighth Air Force, under the provisions of section IV Circular No 333, War Department, 1943, in the name of the President of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction, are confirmed. 

The citations read as follows: 

The 94th Bombardment Group (H) is cited for outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy in connection with the bombing operation over Brunswick, Germany, 11 January 1944. On this 1,032-miles flight of 5 hours and 20 minutes the target was the Muhlenbau-u Industrie A. G. bomber components factory. After assembling through multiple layers of cloud the 94th Bomardment Group (H) led the 4th Combat Bombardment Wing through the antiaircraft defenses of Amsterdam, Lembruck, Wolfenbuttel, and Hanover. Twenty five miles from Brunswick a message was received recalling the airborne forces because of adverse weather conditions over home bases. 

Unable to verify the order, the 94th Bomardment Group (H) continued on the briefed course. In the target area accurate antiaircraft fire and hostile fighters consisting of ME. 210´s, JU. 88´s, ME. 110´s, F.W. 190´s and ME. 109´s damaged all but one aircraft of the formation. On the initial approach to the target the objective could not be clearly identified. Consequently the group courageously executed a 360 degree turn alone, through exceedingly heavy concentrations of artillery fire and rockets, after the other two units originally composing the Combat Bombardment Wing had completed their single runs and started the return trip to England. Despite vicious enemy fighter attacks the 94th Bombardment Group (H) skillfully made a second run, successfully bombing the target from high altitude. 

Forty-five and one-half tons of explosive bombs were dropped by the group, 73 percent of the bombs striking within 1,000 feet, and 100 percent within 2,000 feet, of the preassigned aiming point. On its return flight, when enemy fighter attacks were most intense, the 94th Bombardment Group (H) was without the cumulative fire power and mutual protection afforded by the combined elements of a combat bombardment wing. Outnumbered three to one by hostile fighters and with all but one of its aircraft damaged, this group returned to home bases with the loss of but seven aircraft. Flying against a 90-mile an hour head wind, the ground speed of the unit was dangerously reduced. Skill and airmanship in manouver rallied some of the damaged stragglers and maintained the defensive formation. The 94th Bombardment Group (H) is officially credited with the destruction of eight enemy aircraft, four probables, and six damaged. 

Gallantly fighting its way to and from the target this force distinguished itself by conspicous battle action, overcoming unusually difficult and hazardous conditions. Personnel of this unit expertly performed their duties with determined coolness and precision despite formidable screens of intense opposing fire and continous fighter attacks upon their own aircraft. All involved had demonstrated courage, strength, and heroic decision in battle. Through a display of extraordinary heroism and exemplary devotion to duty above and beyond that all other units participating in the same engagement, and by striking a decisive blow at hostile industries, the 94th Bombardment Group (H) rendered a truly outstanding service, which reflects the highest credit on itself and the Army Air Forces.

 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
OFFICIAL 
ROBERT H. DUNLOP,

G. C. MARSHALL 
Chief of Staff.

Brigadier General, Acting the Adjutant General.

 

 

